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This publication consists of talks given by a range of experts to the Working Group on the
Quality of Childhood (QoC) at the European Parliament during 2009/2010. 

QoC was created in 2006 by the European Council for Steiner Waldorf Education (ECSWE),
the Austrian Member of the European Parliament (MEP) Mrs Karin Resetarits and the
Alliance for Childhood European Network Group (AFC-ENG). Its aim is “to improve the
Quality of Childhood in the European Union and in the European Educational Space.” 

It has been meeting every two months since 2006 in the Parliament building in Brussels and
it has involved prominent organisations in Europe and high profile keynote speakers on
important themes at European level that were related to its remit. 

During the European Parliament legislature of 2004 to 2009 the 
following Members of the European Parliament were members of QoC:

Alde Party 
MEP Karin Resetarits (Austria) 

Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats 
in the European Parliament
MEP Rovana Plumb (Romania) 
MEP Adrian Severin (Romania)
MEP Corina Cretu (Romania)

Group of the Greens
MEP Hiltrud Breyer (Germany)

Group of the European People’s Party (Christian Democrats)
MEP Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou, (Greece)
MEP Lívia Járóka (Hungary)

Independence / Democracy Group
Kathy Sinnott (Ireland)
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As of October 2010, the following Members of the European Parliament 
are participating in QoC:

Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists 
and Democrats in the European Parliament 
MEP Rovana Plumb (Romania) 
MEP Adrian Severin (Romania)
MEP Corina Cretu (Romania)
MEP Evelyn Regner (Austria)
MEP Karin Kadenbach (Austria)

Group of the European People’s Party (Christian Democrats)
MEP Lívia Járóka (Hungary)

Group of the Greens
Gerald Häfner (Germany)

QoC coordination is carried out by Michiel Matthes, Christopher Clouder, Chiara Carones
and Patrice Sullivan.

The Working Group aims to be a think-tank for a 'peer learning' reflective activity on
important childhood themes, in order to offer policy recommendations to EU Institutions
and Member States on how to improve the  quality of childhood and how to increase the
quality and effectiveness of education and training systems in the EU.

The purpose of this second volume is to inform policy makers and other interested parties
about current issues concerning childhood and adolescence. The speakers all include
suggestions and approaches about how to go about improving the quality of childhood.
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